
The 2019 Central Council meeting was held on 7 September at Goldsmiths in New Cross, 
London. 
 
Quite a lot that has changed about the meeting since last year. Most obviously, the meeting was 
in September rather than May, but with the reorganisation of how the Central Council goes 
about its work, the formal meeting was somewhat shorter, and this means that the way that your 
representatives work will need to change. 
 
The Council now has a permanent Executive which is able to make decisions between annual 
meetings so there are less decisions for the Council as a whole to make, and the weekend is 
structured much more as an opportunity for ringers (and their Associations) to consult with and 
learn from each other - an opportunity to network for the benefit of ringing, if you like. 
 
So what was decided at the meeting? Birmingham’s Simon Linford was elected as President, in 
place of ANZAB’s Chris O’Mahony who is returning to Australia earlier than he initially planned, 
and the work of the executive was approved. And that’s more or less it: in the new structure, the 
recent changes from Decisions to control what is a method and a peal to a Framework to 
describe this instead was introduced in February by decision of the Executive rather than by a 
resolution of the whole council at its meeting. 
 
So is there still a purpose to the annual meeting? I think so, yes. In any organisation that 
belongs to its members, it’s important that members take the opportunity to hold the executive 
to account - and while that’s no longer done by the Central Council meeting receiving reports, 
there was a set of seminars outside the formal meeting where the new work groups reported on 
what they had done, allowing detailed challenge if they weren’t doing the right thing. The LACR 
is one of the larger Associations, so not only do our members have the right to know that their 
concerns are being represented but we really need to take the opportunity to steer the Central 
Council in the direction that best supports our work. 
 
And is there anything in particular we as LACR need to do? I think there are a couple of things: 

1) With the change of Central Council meeting date to September, I was the only one of our 
representatives who was able to get to London. This is no criticism of our other 
representatives - of our five posts, two are vacant and the other two felt that they had to 
be at the Association Committee meeting which was on at the same time. As our 
Committee meets on different dates in September each year, this clash won’t always be 
a problem - but it will be every four or five years. So we need to consider whether we can 
rearrange our association calendar to avoid the conflict. 

2) With scrutiny of the Council’s work now being done through seminars which happen 
simultaneously, one person cannot provide all the scrutiny on behalf of our members. It 
is important that we send a full delegation to the Central Council meeting - and that they 
work together to make sure LACR’s voice is heard in everything that the Central Council 
does. 
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